Annotated Poe Interactive 

“The Raven” Student Analysis Worksheet

Teacher Answer Key
Notes:  
· The answers provided in purple can be directly found in the “How Did He Do That?” or Rhyme Scheme sections of the Annotated Poe interactive.
· Other examples are not as obvious, and students will need to fully understand the definition of the term in order to apply it to “The Raven” and find examples.

Student Directions:  Using the Annotated Poe Interactive, complete Parts I and II of this worksheet. http://knowingpoe.thinkport.org/writer/annotated.asp
	Part I.  Internal and External Rhyming

From the main site, scroll down to the text that reads: you might want to start by clicking here to learn more about “The Raven's” unique rhyme schemes.   Click on the link and be sure to access all three sections of “The Raven’s Rhymes”:
http://knowingpoe.thinkport.org/writer/internal.asp
http://knowingpoe.thinkport.org/writer/external.asp
http://knowingpoe.thinkport.org/writer/challenge.asp
Answer the questions below.

	Internal Rhyming


	1) “The Raven” has how many unique internal rhyme schemes?   Two 

2) The rhyme schemes are found where in each stanza?

one in the 1st line of each stanza, and a second in the 3rd and part of the 4th line of each stanza.


	
	List the internal rhyming scheme words from two different stanzas in the poem
3) Example #1

4) Example #2



	External Rhyming


	5) What is the external rhyme scheme used?
ABCBBB

6) Site one example from the Raven of the external rhyme scheme

last words from any stanza can be used




7) Why does a poet use rhyme schemes?

The use of the sound helps to reinforce ideas or themes in a poem. Internal rhyme schemes typically reinforce something that’s happening within that small part of the poem.  An external rhyme scheme usually applies to the entire poem
	Part II.  Additional Poetic Devices 

Answer the questions below and provide examples as required.   First try to fill in your answers based on your own understanding of the definitions of the poetic devices. If you get stuck or need help finding examples, click on the How Did He Do That? blue tab in the interactive, and then click on highlighted grey text.  On the left you will find explanations of the poetic devices Poe used.



	Alliteration
provide two examples of how Poe used alliteration

	1) Example #1: 

What is this grim, ungainly, ghastly, gaunt and ominous bird of yore?

Doubting, dreaming, dreams no mortal ever dared to dream



	
	2) Example #2:

While I nodded, nearly napping

There are many examples throughout



	Assonance

provide one example of how Poe used assonance


	3) Example:  For the rare and radiant maiden whom the angels named Lenore



	
	4) Assonance is used to 
convey and reinforce some meaning or to link ideas in the poem.

	Cacophony
provide one example of how Poe used cacophony
	5) Example

What is this grim, ungainly, ghastly, gaunt and ominous bird of yore?



	Consonance

provide one example of how Poe used consonance

	6) Example

Poe ends several stanzas of The Raven with a line containing a repeated v sound: "Quoth the Raven, 'Nevermore'."

	Onomatopoeia

provide one example of how Poe used onomatopoeia

	7) Example: 

Suddenly there came a tapping, as if some one gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door



	
	8) This device is used to:

help bring a poem to life by letting you use all your senses, including hearing, when you read and imagine what's happening.



	Rhythm

	9) Describe how Poe uses rhythm in “The Raven”
Poe’s use of rhythm in the first stanza helps to set the tone throughout the poem; he also uses the he uses rhythm throughout the poem

Example:  this is the ebony bird beguiling my sad face into smiling


10) In the first few stanzas Poe carefully sets the mood of the poem by using evocative and precise language.  Describe the mood in Stanza 1.  What words or sounds contribute to this mood?  Consider the feelings the narrator experiences.  What poetic devices can you find in this first stanza?

Internal/external rhyming, alliteration

11) Re-read Stanza 3 of the poem.  What sound patterns do you recognize?   
Assonance, consonance

Part III.  Create your own poetic masterpiece

Write a personal poem, using at least three poetic devices and one rhyme scheme. 

